
END OPPRESSION IN  
NORTH CAROLINA TOBACCO FIELDS 

 

 

While big tobacco makes billions, tobacco farmworkers live in poverty, face racism 
and harassment, nicotine poisoning, lethal pesticides, staggering debt, and have  

hardly any labor and human rights protections. 

The tragedies which occur daily in the fields are due 
to industry-wide problems that need to be addressed 
by those who have control over the tobacco market—
RJ Reynolds being at the top of this list.   

The Farm Labor Organizing Committee is calling 
upon R.J. Reynolds to take responsibility for the 
oppressive conditions in which tobacco workers labor 
in North Carolina. Together with FLOC, R.J. 
Reynolds can use its tremendous power to initiate 
changes that will improve the lives of growers and 
farm workers alike.   
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“FLOC is called upon to challenge the  
deplorable conditions of the tobacco workforce  

that remains voiceless, powerless, and invisible to 
mainstream America.  FLOC will campaign until R.J. 

Reynolds commits to joining us in addressing  
this national shame."  

—Baldemar Velasquez 

Mail To: 

Little has changed over the last several 
decades for tobacco farm workers.  The fact 
that they still survive at subsistence level is not 
only a tragedy but a moral disgrace hidden 
from the eyes of most Americans.   
 
I Support FLOC's struggle and efforts to 
work  with RJ Reynolds, and I will continue 
to show my support until they address the 
injustices farmworkers endure in their 
supply chain and give farmworkers the 
respect they deserve.  
 
Susan Ivey, I urge you to meet with FLOC! 
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National Farm Worker Ministry 
4907 Garrett Road 
Durham, NC 27707 

From: 
Name 

Address 

City, State  
Zip 

Email 
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